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ACTION CARTOON w/MAGAZINE
YOUR MISSION:  To create a “merged” drawing involving a cartoon character that you make with a magazine photograph (landscape, object, person – your choice!)  The finished project should fill a 9x12 piece of paper.

RESOURCES:  Magazines, guideline suggestions, Sharpies, colored pencils, etc. 

STEP BY STEP DIRECTIONS:

1. Which comes first – the cartoon or the photograph?  That depends on you!  Some people draw the cartoon to fit a particular photograph (as in the seal above) or you can draw a cartoon and find a good photo prop to include with it OR an appropriate landscape to put the character in.  

2. If there is a “guideline” already draw that will work for you, use it!  Otherwise you will have to draw your own.  

3. Using basic shapes, “fill out” your cartoon.  Remember to give enough bulk so you don’t end up with “rubber band” cartoons! 

4. When you have your basic body sketched in, dress it!  Fill in the details or add additional features.  Then go over the cartoon lines (NOT the guidelines!) with a black Sharpie – this will make it easier to trace. 

5. Get a fresh piece of white paper.  Go to a light table and trace (in PENCIL) your main cartoon lines – NO GUIDELINES!  When finished tracing, go over all lines again with Sharpie.  Erase all pencil lines still showing. 

6. Are there areas that should be darkened in with black for contrast?  Insides of mouths?  Hair?  Pants?  Stripes?  Keep your character simple and it will be easier. 

7. Use colored pencils to color the cartoon.  Intense colors will show up better against the photograph.  If you wish to leave your cartoon black and white, see Mrs. R first for the ok.  It will depend on your design.  

8. Mount (glue) cartoon and photograph on a piece of 9x12 construction paper.  If you need help cutting the photograph to “enclose” the cartoon, see Mrs. R for an exacto knife and assistance.  

9. Sign in ultra fine Sharpie.  Complete grade sheet and turn both in to Project In-box.   
