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AFRICAN ART NOTES
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The African languages do not have a word for “art” – only the word for ________________.  Art is made for religious ceremonies and rituals.  Art objects are made for celebrations of the cycles of life:  birth,  _______________, and death.   Art can be _______________ - such as textiles for clothing or pottery.   
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African Art is sometimes called ____________________: a very simple, partly abstract style which greatly influenced the beginnings of __________________ in Western Europe at the end of the 1800’s. 

MASKS


Ceremonial masks are common throughout the native peoples of Africa.  Many display the distinctive ____________________ designs characteristic of African art.  Some are huge, up to 80 lbs.  Others are not. 


Masks, most often worn by tribal secret societies, are often used for the following purposes in African culture:

· Religious rites to the gods and spirits

· Rituals of _________________or rites of passage

· Agricultural ceremonies for a good harvest

· _________________ceremonies

· Protection ceremonies

Masks could include just a headpiece, a full face mask, a _______________ mask, shoulder mask, ________________or body mask, or a combination mask.  They were often carved of ______________, and decorated with paint, shells, beads, and other organic matter.  

 “HENNA” HAND PAINTING

In Islamic Northern Africa, women apply geometric and curving designs with dye made from a dark berry.  _____________ is often the medium of choice.  Painted hands help celebrate life’s joyous occasions – such as __________________.  Painted hands are appreciated in a society where garments are worn covering the face and body.  Attention is drawn to the hands and ____________ (they are also painted!)  The designs are intricate and detailed but do not feature any human forms.

ADINKRA SYMBOLS OF GHANA & WEST AFRICA
The Adinkra symbols are carved or painted everywhere in West African art.  They are named after an ______________________ king who suffered a dismal fate in the early 19th century.  According to legend, King Adinkra made a replica of the sacred Golden Stool, the seat of __________, which served as a throne for Ashanti royalty.  The Golden Stool, which had miraculously descended from the sky, was carved with intricate symbols and patterns.  But King Adinkra was captured and beheaded by the Ashanti for defacing their religion.  Common Adinkra Symbols and their meanings are on the back.  
BATIK 
Batik is a type of art practiced in both Africa and ___________.  Batik is a  ________________ art, involving melted wax and fabric __________.   Batik is the same idea as the crayon resist projects you might have done in elementary school.  ______________ and wax don’t mix, which can create very intricate designs on cloth using the batik method.  We will be using the crayon and paint method rather than melted wax and dye.  Sorry.  
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