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PANAMA “MOLAS” 
Molas are a folk art traditionally made by the _____________people of Panama.  Molas involve layers of paper or cloth cut with bright colors to show native animals and designs of the rain forest.  They often have a background of geometric shapes, including long skinny “cigar shaped” designs.  

Molas originally were designed as ______________paint.  
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To make your Molas…..

1. Select a background sheet of 9x9 cut paper from the selection on the tables.  Only the 9x9 squares may be used for backgrounds.  Do NOT cut these squares up!
2. Select 2-3 additional colors to use in your design.  You might want to share a few of the papers with a neighbor.  

3. Select a design for the central figure.  There are some stencils available if you wish to use one.  

4. Draw or trace from the stencil your main figure on one of the colors.  

5. Cut out the central figure.  Glue to a second piece of paper.  

6. Cut outside the first figure about a ¼” from the edge, so both colors show.  

7. Repeat step 6 for the third color if you have one.  

8. Cut and layer random geometric shapes for the background.    
9. Sign, grade, and turn in to Project box!
MOLAS GRADING SHEET
Name ___________________

SPANISH 





Tray #____________

	CRITERIA
	
	Possible
	Earned

	1. Layered main design, background pattern in geometric shapes.  3-4 layers. 
	
	10
	

	2.  What Indian tribe began making molas in Panama?

         -------------------------------------

     In Spanish, how many colors did you use in your project? 

                   -------------------
	
	5
	

	3.  Craftsmanship:  Neat cutting, gluing, pattern fills background, design features
	
	3
	

	4.  Grading sheet filled out with name & tray.
	
	2
	

	TOTAL
	
	20
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