ACTIVITY #12
FAIR USE OF COPYRIGHTED MATERIALS

A Survey…..

Mark whether the following situations are legal or illegal under Fair Use Laws of Copyright Protection. 

	
	Yes
	No

	1.  It is legal to burn CDs of music for my friends.


	
	

	2.  If I buy a CD or buy a song online (via itunes for instance), it’s okay to use it as the background for my Web page. 
	
	

	3. It’s legal to post the lyrics to my favorite song on my Web Page. 
	
	

	4.  I can legally make copies of the DVDs that I borrow from the library so that I don’t have to check them out again. 
	
	

	5.  If I buy a song online, it’s legal for me to burn a CD backup of the song. 
	
	

	6.  If I buy a computer game, I can install it on my computer and my best friend’s computer so that we can play together. 
	
	

	7.  It’s legal to record a movie on television so that I can watch it later. 
	
	

	8.  If I take a picture, I can use it on my Web site or as an illustration for a paper that I’m writing. 
	
	

	9. As long as the book is listed on my Works Cited page, I can copy anything from the book into my paper. 
	
	

	10.  I can make a back-up copy of software that I buy. 


	
	


Now consider the following situations.  Is it plagiarism?  Is it Fair Use?  Make comments after each scenario.  

A.  Maria got an I-Pod for her birthday.  Then she discovered Kazaa on the Internet and downloaded a song or two everyday.  Maria thought it was great that she could download all her favorite music for free.  


Do you think Maria has done anything wrong?  Why? Is anyone hurt by her actions?


Who?  How would you feel if you were the songwriter? 

B.  Desmond’s teacher assigned a history paper six weeks before it was due.  Five weeks pass, and Desmond has been busy with football.  He wants to do well since the paper counts for 20% of the course grade.  Desmond soon feels panicky because the paper requires more than one week of effort.  His solution is to photocopy pages from sources that deal with his topic.  Using whole paragraphs from these pages, he hurriedly puts together his paper.  He completes the assignment without including the sources he used.  


Has Desmond done anything wrong?  Why did this happen?  Whom, if anyone, do his actions hurt?  


C.  In Mr. Thompsons’ class, students were asked to look up 20 vocabulary words and then use each word correctly in an original sentence.  For the word “indolent”, Robert and Ling handed in the following sentences:
Robert’s – Ashlee was indolent when she watched TV instead of doing her homework. 

Ling’s – Ty was indolent when he played videogames instead of doing his homework. 


Have Robert and Ling done anything wrong?  What if all 20 sentences seemed similar?  Would this change your response?  Whom, if anyone, do their actions hurt? 

D.  Marcus watched American Idol one night and got a good idea for the short story he had to write for his English class.  He decided to write a behind-the-scenes romance between two of the contestants on the show, and he used some details from the program that aired that evening, changing some parts to fit his story.  He made no mention of the actual program anywhere on the story he handed in.  


Did Marcus do anything wrong?  What would you do in a case where you aren’t sure what’s appropriate?
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