ACTIVITY #8
EVALUATING ONLINE INFORMATION
INTERNET CREDIBILITY

Put your answers in bold or colored print!
· What causes people to believe (or not believe) what they find on the Web?
· How do you figure out if something on a website is true?
· How can a website be created to help users figure out that its information is true?
· Why are websites different than getting information from books, magazines, and newspapers?
“The Sheep in Wolf’s Clothing”

· Everything written is not true

· Comparison of sources is necessary

· Good research involves more than five minutes of observation
Learning to “Read the Dot” 


You can do a quick evaluation of a site based on the website extension after the dot.  Here are the meanings, IN ORDER OF CREDIBILITY: 

1.  EDUCATION SITE        

.edu


2.  GOVERNMENT SITE


.gov

3.  NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
.org


4.  NETWORK SITE


.net


5.  COMMERCIAL SITE


.com
Do a Google search for EVALUATING ONLINE INFORMATION.  Click on your first hit, which should be www.hsl.unc.edu/Services/Totorials/eval/Index.htm.  Click on Start.  Click on Nuts and Bolts.  Click or scroll down to check out the following four factors:
1.  What is credibility?  List some of the things to consider:


a.  


b. 

2.  What do they mean by accuracy?  List some things to consider: 


a. 


b. 

3.  What is meant by currency?  Answer: 
4.  What is meant by Usability?  List some things to consider:


a. 


b. 

Click on this link -  “Credible Sources Count” or go to Mrs. Rembold’s website and click on the “Credible Sources Count” link.  Borrow a set of headphones and play through the website program.  Answer the following questions: 
1.  Chicken feathers can be used in the production of ___. Answer:  
2.  What are the five easy questions for establishing credibility?


a. 

b. 


c. 


d. 


e. 

3.  What was the name of the Ebay Parody site? Answer: 
4.  “Ease of navigation” would relate to which one of the four criteria discussed above?  Answer: 
5.  What are the four additional sources of credible information given?


a.  


b. 


c. 


d.  

6.  Fill in the blanks from the summary information, writing your answer after the word ANSWER! 


1. Be __ of information found on the web.  Answer: 
2. Determine credible web sources using__ simple questions.  Answer:  
3. Use other credible information sources found through your ___.  Answer: 
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ACTIVITY 8 – CONTINUED

 DIRECTIONS:  Visit a search engine (your choice) and do a search on J.K. Rowling.  Choose three of the sites listed to evaluate.  Record your evaluations, listing any problems you encountered or features you found useful.  An example of the first is given for you.  Don’t use the Scholastic site yourself!  
1.  Name of Site: Scholastic.com








Web Page Title:    “The Stacks – Harry Potter by JK Rowling”

Credibility: It is a dot com, but Scholastic is pretty highly regarded. 

Currency:  Only dates were 1998-2008, so don’t know how often updated. 

Usability:  Pretty good.  Lots of fun links and easy to find different areas.  
2.  Name of Site: 








Web Page Title:  


Credibility:


Currency:


Usability:
3.  Name of Site: 








Web Page Title:  


Credibility:


Currency:


Usability:
4.  Name of Site: 








Web Page Title:  


Credibility:


Currency:


Usability:

END..................




 
