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CHUCK CLOSE

Notes

Born:  July 5, 1940 (Monroe, WA)

Style:  _________________________

“In fact, my learning disabilities controlled a lot of things. I don't recognize faces, so I'm sure it's what drove me to portraits in the first place.”
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Just imagine.  Big, clumsy, and unathletic.  Learning disabled and ___________.   Constantly moving from town to town.  At 11, his father died, his mother developed  cancer and they lost their home because of  the medical bills. He spent a year in bed with a kidney ailment.  He was bald at _________.  The only thing that helped Chuck Close deal with the misery of his life was his art. (DYSLEXIC, 20)
Art was also the means for recognition and acceptance.  People began to notice. 

Chuck Close perfected a style of painting called Photorealism.  In this style, begun in the early _________, artists used a grid technique to enlarge ______________________ and reduce each square to fundamental elements of _________________.    Each square of the grid is its own little work of art.   His early paintings are enormous photographic paintings, usually portraits.  (1970’S, photographs, values.)

“I am going for a level of perfection that is only mine... most of the pleasure is in getting the last little piece perfect.”

In  _________, while at the height of his career, tragedy struck again for Chuck Close.  He suffered from a spinal blood clot which left him a quadriplegic.  [image: image3.jpg]


His biggest fear was that he would be able to make art again.  But again, Close didn’t quit.  He started painting with his __________, then regained enough movement in his hands to strap on a brush.  He developed a new style of using color.   (1988, teeth)
“If you think about the way a composer would go in a room and score, let's say, the oboe's gonna play this note, the bassoon's gonna play that note, the french horn will play that note, the resultant sound, the combination of those notes makes kind of a chord, and I'm doing the same thing with color.”

Close’s portraits must be viewed from a _______________for the colors to merge together into an image that appears to have amazing detail from afar!  

(Distance)
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Closeup detail of a self portrait. 








