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AFRICAN CLAY MASK 2010
STEP BY STEP DIRECTIONS

MATERIALS:  Bisque-fired clay mask, acrylic paints, brushes, assorted yarns, raffia, jute, wool, fleece, beads, feathers, leather cord for hanger.

1.  Decide what kind of spirit you want to honor or what purpose your mask will fulfill.  You will be writing this down in a short paragraph later.  Look at the lines already on your mask (on all but one of the forms) for inspiration.  How do you imagine the hair or beard?  Will you add jewelry or beads and feathers?  
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2.  Color in your black and white mask image.  It is OK to leave some portions of the mask red clay if you wish.  Remember, African art is primitive and very abstract.  Geometrical lines and designs are common.  

3. If you wish to make the mask appear like wood, you can paint it all brown, and then brush and wipe off layers of black acrylic paint.  Then you will add additional colors or designs if desired. 

4.  When you receive the actual clay mask, turn it over and write your name on the back with black Sharpie.  

5.  You will keep your mask on the top of your tray while it is drying.  Do not leave out in the classroom.
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6.  Carefully paint the details and colors of your mask.  Cleanly painted lines will greatly enhance the project in its final stages. 

7.  When the painting is completed and dry, ask Mrs. R to spray it with clear acrylic  sealer.  Then ask for the leather cord to make a hanger.  Knot each end on the front side of the mask. 
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8. Now you are ready to add the extra embellishments that will make the mask come alive:  hair, jewelry, etc.  These will be carefully added with hot glue gun.  DON’T BURN YOUR FINGERS.  (If you do, immediately go to sink and place under cold running water.)  Be creative, but know when to stop.  Sometimes too much can detract. 

9.  When finished, complete a grading sheet.  On the back of the grading paper, there is a place for you to write out a brief description of the purpose of your mask, the Spirit it honors, etc.  This should be AT LEAST 3 sentences in length.  

AFRICA  CLAY MASK 

Name________________________

GRADING SHEET



Tray Address__________________ 

	CRITERIA
	Possible
	Self-Eval
	Teacher

	REQUIRED ELEMENTS:  Mask is painted; shows some element of African mask design; hanger cord; hair or decoration of some sort; name in Sharpie on back side.
	9
	
	

	CRAFTSMANSHIP: Neatness of painting, gluing.  (2 pts) Decoration and/or hair enhances the project rather than detracts. Edges are painted or uniform clay.  Colors coordinate between decoration and painting. 
	8
	
	

	PARAGRAPH DESCRIPTION: Written on back side or attached.  Legible.  Complete sentences.  Minimum of 3 sentences.  Describes purpose and/or meaning of mask.
	6
	
	

	GRADING: Name and address included. Correct location. 
	2
	
	

	TOTAL
	25
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