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PICASSO CUBISM PAINTING

STEP BY STEP DIRECTIONS (10/08) 

MATERIALS:  White paper, tempera paints, black marker, brushes. 

1.  Select a sports or animal picture.
2.  Tape down all edges of your paper onto a painting board with masking tape, overlapping the tape onto the paper by about ¼” and as straight as possible.  Put your name on one side of the TAPE in sharpie.   

3.  Your teacher will demonstrate an easy technique to create the shapes for your Cubism painting.  Lay the plastic film over your selected picture.  You do NOT have to draw the entire picture.  Use the MAIN part or central feature of the picture.   With a VIS-À-VIS pen, trace on the plastic the shapes as you see them.  Remember they can overlap and intersect.  Don’t be afraid to shift some object to a different location or to distort the picture in some way.  The original design should be just barely recognizable. Fill the paper so that little background remains.

4.  To break up the background area, we will use the principal of “contra-continuation”.  This means you will EXTEND the lines from your subject matter out to the edges of the paper.  Continue until most of the background is broken up into shapes.  Your original subject matter may be hard to see now, but the coloring will help it stand out.  

4.  Using tempera paints or paper chalk,  fill in the separate color areas of your drawing, using the original picture as a guide to color.  Use different values (shades and tints, light and dark) of colors.  Spaces next to one another should NOT be the exact same color.  For the background, select a few related colors in contrast to the subject, or that match the background of the picture.  You want the subject to stand out.  You will completely cover the paper with paint so no white paper shows through.  

6.  At the end of each day, put your picture back into your tray and your painting on the drying rack.  

7.  When your painting is dry (and not before!), go over the lines separating the colors with a wide black felt pen.  Add a few details if necessary.  This step will really help separate the shapes and define the painting.  If you used chalk, you will need the teacher to spray your artwork BEFORE this step.  
8.  Carefully peel off the tape from all edges, pulling at right angle to the paper so the paper does not tear.  Do this very carefully or you will rip the paper. 
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9.  Sign your painting with Sharpie in the bottom portion of the painting.  
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10.  Leaning against the wall behind the cutting board is an assortment of precut matting board.  Select a color that makes your painting stand out and look good.  Center the painting on the board and staple in all four corners.  Staple again in the middle of each edge.  
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11.  Complete the grading sheet.  In the lower right corner of the grading sheet, write the word PICASSO.  This is extra credit and your prize for actually reading your directions!  :)  Place grading sheet AND ORIGINAL PICTURE on top of project and turn ALL into the over-size in-box.  

