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SALVADOR DALI 
Notes

“A dream that is not interpreted is like a 

letter that is not opened.” (Sigmund Freud)

Style:  Surrealism

Country:  Spain

1904- ________

Salvador Dali was an outrageous artist who eventually brought the Surrealist movement to America.  He spent much of his life promoting himself and shocking the world.  
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Surrealist artists drew upon the realm of the inner mind and ____________.  Some painted bizarre scenes with minute ____________ and a realism that added to the paintings’ “shock value”.  While the paintings are very realistic, they combine objects and ideas in ways that are only conceivable in the wild imagination of our dreams.  Surrealists sought to “paint their dreams” so they could then interpret them.  
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Salvador Dali became the most famous of the Surrealists because his personality matched his paintings.  He did surprising things.  He once filled a limousine with ____________________He said he received messages from outer space through his curly moustache – it served as an antennae.  


Persistence of Memory, 1931





“People love mystery, and that is why they love my paintings.”





“Compared to Velasquez, I am nothing, but compared to contemporary painters, I am the most big genius of modern time.”





“The only difference between a madman and myself is that I am not mad!”





“Every morning upon awakening, I experience a supreme pleasure: that of being Salvador Dali and I ask myself, wonderstruck, what prodigious thing will he do today, this Salvador Dali.”








